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Bob Clarke : From Grub Street to Fleet Street  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised From Grub Street to Fleet Street: 

From the broadsides of the sixteenth century to the broadsheets of the 19th century, taking in the Civil War 
newsbooks, the gutter press of the 18th century, the rise of the Sunday papers full of sex, sport and sensationalism, and 
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the birth of the popular press, Bob Clarke describes the journey of the English newspaper from Grub Street to Fleet 
Street. It vividly portrays the way the news was reported, to provide a colourful, if often gruesome, picture of the 
social history of the past. Originally published in hardback at £60, the book is now revised and republished in 
paperback at a more accessible price. The Times Literary Supplement described it as 'A highly entertaining and 
informative introduction to English newspaper history.' And the Guardian said: 'This buoyant account... is larded with 
choice examples of 18th century journalism... there are stories of crimes and body-snatching... bilious political 
vituperation, macabrely precise accounts of some of the daily tragedies of life... it has a relish for its subject.'

'...a highly entertaining and informative introduction to English newspaper history...' The Times Literary Supplement 
'In this buoyant account, Bob Clarke takes us up to the end of the 19th century...the study is larded with choice 
samples of 18th-century journalism...(and) illustrated with pages from the papers of the past ...He gives a good 
overview of historical developments...(the book) has a relish for its subject...' The Guardian 'It is indeed a scholarly 
piece of work, well structured, comprehensive, impeccably end-noted and referenced, and written in clear and 
unpretentious style. It is also generously and informatively illustrated.' British Journalism '... this is a racy, erudite 
account...The author is to be congratulated on a volume - written in a lively manner - that packs a great deal of 
information, much of it not previously published.' Press News 'What Bob Clarke does so effectively in his new book is 
to combine readable history with extracts and illustrations that give a real flavour of what those newspapers were 
really like...' Rare Book '...notable for its refreshing and engaging presentation of factual information without 
overmuch theoretical rumination ... Recommended ...' Choice 'Clarke [...] gives a vivid and entertaining account of the 
social milieu of Grub Street...' Sharp NewsAbout the AuthorBob Clarke 


