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Margaret Duda : Four Centuries of Silver: Personal Adornment in the Qing Dynasty and After  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Four Centuries of Silver: 
Personal Adornment in the Qing Dynasty and After: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wish there were more books as good as this...By Kindle 
CustomerNothing else like it availabe. Thorough and generously illustrated.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. A GORGEOUS BOOK WITH FASCINATING HISTORYBy A CustomerThis is an uncomparable tome for 
anyone interested in adornment or Chinese social history. The level of scholarship, depth of information, and narrative 
ease will impress academics and laymen. The photography has obviously been done by an accomplished visual artist. 
Such an incredible collection and wealth of research has obviously been done as a labour of love. I hope Mrs. Duda's 
love for her subject continues in many other volumes. Well Done!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A 
beautifully written and photographed treasureBy allen mollowFor anyone who has a love affair with China and or 
silver adornment this book is a find. For those of you who don't, read it anyway and you will be delightfully surprised. 
Margaret Duda is obviously a scholar and an immensely readable one. Her son, Paul Duda, who did the photography is 
equally talented. I'm buying this book for Christmas presents for family and friends.

This volume is filled with beautiful photographs that records a variety of Chinese silver pieces from symbolic locks to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1588860310


fingernail guards. This book explains how the adornment are used in daily and ceremonial life and also interprets the 
symbols and intricate designs so important to understanding these artifacts. The study of silver pieces also reveals the 
various Chinese customs and creativity of the Chinese craftsmen. The book not only includes all the basic information 
that explains everything from different silversmithing techniques to the various types of silver compounds used, but 
also teaches you how to identify authentic Chinese silver pieces. With a splendid collection of over 1,000 pieces of 
Chinese silver showcased in this album, this book makes an excellent reference guide.


