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Years Among the Old Booksellers of Philadelphia: With Biographical Remarks (Metalmark): 

Published in 1891, Forty Years Among the Old Booksellers of Philadelphia contains the memoirs of William 
Brotherhead, a dealer in old and rare books. This remarkable volume offers valuable insights into literary society in 
nineteenth-century Philadelphia as well as the antiquarian book business. In addition to an overview of his own life in 
this changing profession, Brotherhead provides brief commentaries on more than thirty of his peers in the trade. Forty 
Years Among the Old Booksellers of Philadelphia gives the reader a glimpse of the professional, religious, and ethnic 
demographics of nineteenth-century Philadelphia. Brotherhead also remarks on the prices and editions of several 
notable purchases and sales made in his shop over the years. He concludes by describing several famous collections, 
such as that of William Bradford, and depicts the burgeoning old-book trade in the United States as a key part of its 
relationship with Europe. 

About the AuthorWilliam Brotherhead was a book dealer in nineteenth-century Philadelphia and the author of The 
Centennial Book of the Signers: Being Fac-simile Letters of Each Signer of the Declaration of Independence (1875). 


