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Louis A. Garavaglia, Charles G. Worman : Firearms of the American West, Vol. 2, 1866-1894 (v. 2)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Firearms of the American 
West, Vol. 2, 1866-1894 (v. 2): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Rough construction. More info on avail. calibers and model yrs.By 
Thomas R.The book contains a great number of vintage photos - worth every penny. The construction is crude: 
slightly creased pages through-out the entire book, no illustration on the binding, and some damage from bundle 
strapping... Not good for $85.00. The paper used is a heavy gloss; that's a plus.I would prefer a chapter format where 
they outlined the firearms featured - covering production dates, available calibers, and optional configurations (barrel 
lengths, etc.). Thank You.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. American West readingBy arianoThis is 
one of the best books on a rather large subject. This is a well written and entertaining book. Both text and illustrations 
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cover military, civilian and Native American firearms very well. You would have read a few books to get the same 
information. The presentation is very goog and I would recommend it to anyone.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Volume 2 of the Finest Work on Western FirearmsBy WillThis book and its companion volume are 
the finest works I have yet found on Western Firearms. Both text and illustrations cover military, civilian and Native 
American firearms very well.

This is the second volume of a two-part study of firearms in the nineteenth-century American West. It traces the 
development of the firearm from the close of the Civil War to the beginning of its modern era, marked in 1894 by the 
initial army issues of a new high-velocity bolt-action rifle designed for smokeless-powder cartridges. The Winchester 
Model 1894, a civilian arm adapted for smokeless-powder ammunition, also appeared at that time. Within this period, 
the authors discuss all the important military and civilian firearms used in the settling of the West, as well as the guns 
favored by Indians. As in the first volume, this study is encyclopedic in its detail on rifles, shotguns, and handguns and 
draws on advertisements from newspapers, catalogs, and other primary sources as well. Over five hundred 
photographs illustrate the weapons and the famous and now-forgotten men and women who used them. This lively and 
thoroughly researched book examines guns as a integral part of the frontier experience in a society where peace 
officers and judges were few. 

From Library JournalMaintaining the high standards they established in volume one ( LJ 10/1/84), the authors 
conclude their study of firearms in the American West. Under discussion are the firearms used by the military, 
civilians, and Indians in the period from the end of the Civil War to 1894, which marked the beginning of the modern 
era with the invention of high velocity smokeless powder ammunition. With material drawn from primary sources and 
more than 500 photographs, this encyclopedic study is rich in both detail and history. Highly recommended for 
appropriate collections. George F. Scheck, Naval War Coll. Lib., Newport, R.I.Copyright 1986 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. "Without question the best book ever published on the [subject] . . . clear, precise, and easy to read . . 
. a masterpiece of simplicity and thoroughness, [and] a book for experts and novices alike."—True West"For those 
with a fascination for firearms, this may represent the ultimate book on the American West." 


