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Victoria Stowe : Exotic Skin: Alligator and Crocodile Handbags  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Exotic Skin: Alligator and Crocodile Handbags: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. eye candy for the coffee tableBy Peggy F. MoseleyA beautiful book 
to be enjoyed in the summer heat under a ceiling fan, by the fire in winter, on the sleeping porch in the spring and 
fall...to look at, to study, to learn, to fine tune one's sensibilities.This is a book for the collector of vintage handbags, 
the Duchess of Windsor wannabees, or ANY woman who has swung a handbag over her arm and gone out to face the 
world. I am a recent shopper with Victoria Stowe, fearing the Louisiana alligators (called cocodrie by the local French 
Acadians) would be threatened by the oil eruption in the Gulf of Mexico. I decided on a few items and am in love with 
the history and elegance of exotic skin handbags. While a novice shopper, I shall become "tres formidable" with this 
encyclopedic volume.Merci beaucoup, Victoria, for sharing your life's work and passion with all of us. The book is 
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pricey, but well worth it. To quote Ronnie Milsaps, "I wouldn't have missed it for the world!"Peggy Moseley0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. World of Exotic SkinBy BuddhaTruly one of its kind! This is a very 
comprehensive encyclopedia of exotic skin handbags; great didactics but more importantly, exceptional pictorials. The 
photographs urge the novice to dwell deeper into collecting these works of art, and the information arms everyone 
better to select the appropriate piece or pieces. As a long-time collector (Victoria even quoted me in this book), the 
book sent me out immediately searching for another gem that I could not live without. This is the definitive book that 
collectors of exotic skin handbags have been missing, and now it is finally here thanks to Victoria! Thank you!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Beautiful bookBy maubertmutualiteThe size is more substantial than 
expected. The photos are amazing and the research are pretty extensive. Love the old ads!!! Great resource book for 
exotic skin handbag collectors, vintage enthusiasts, and fashion students.

This exquisite volume presents the best vintage exotic skin handbags by the most renowned designers of the past 
century and a half. Intended particularly for fashionable women, design students, collectors, dealers, and clothing 
historians, it outlines the fascinating history of alligator and crocodile handbags, the ultimate status symbol since the 
19th century. Many prestigious designers are featured, like Cartier, Chanel, Christian Dior, Coblentz, Evans, Gucci, 
Hermes, Judith Leiber, Lucille de Paris, Koret, Martin Van Schaak, Rosenfeld, Nettie Rosenstein, Bellestone, Vassar, 
Roberta Di Camerino, Andrea Pfister, Darby Scott and others. Illustrated with 522 color images created from 855 
photographs of about 500 handbags from the author's collection, and 174 ads from period fashion magazines. Learn 
how to distinguish alligator and crocodile from turtle, ostrich, lizard, and snake. Includes tips on finding, evaluating 
condition, proper care, and the wearability of these special fashion accessories. Especially useful is the chapter on how 
to wear vintage with a modern wardrobe. Over ten years in the making, this rare study is destined to become an 
important guide to the luxuries market and a useful reference for smart-dressing shoppers everywhere.


